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IT’S THE
SEASON
TO BE
GIVING
■ Money given to replace family’s stolen gifts
By TUI BENJAMIN

tui.benjamin@nqnw.co.uk

A
FAMILY
whose
presents were stolen
discovered the true
meaning of Christmas
when residents gave
money for them to
replace the lost gifts.
Mum-of-two Michelle
Longden and partner
Leon Cowley, were left
heartbroken
after

burglars
snatched
thousands of pounds
worth of presents and
valuables.
Thieves looted the
couple’s Vernon Street
home and ripped the
wrapping paper from
presents for sons Reece,
aged nine — who has
special needs caused by
congenital
myotonic
dystrophy
and
hydrocephalus — and
Connor, aged 15. The

burglars found the gifts
hidden in Michelle’s
room
and
snatched
valuables from around
the house.
Since the family’s
plight appeared in the
Bury Times, the family
has been “humbled” by
donations from readers,
neighbours and the Bury
delivery office where
Leon works.
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Michelle and Reece
Longden and
Christine Turner, back,
who gave money to
help replace stolen
Christmas presents
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fine despite coming to the rescue of
an elderly shopper.
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the Metrolink line, with fines totalling
more than £16,000, are brought to
book.
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Hitler’s silent killer .
PAGE 18-19

Business

GROWING Baby Moves is anticipating
a prosperous new year as it moves to
a new base in Tottintgton.
PAGE 20

Opinion & Letters

TRANSPORT Thanks for a balanced
analysis of the HS2 debate.
PAGE 21

Clubs

ALPINE GARDENERS The chairman
pats members on the back for
keeping the club at the forefront of
the local gardening scene. PAGE 22

Motors
Classified
Sport

FAX:

SOLDIER

‘Our son Lee
united country’
■ Stepfather: He’s
been taken into
everyone’s hearts

Fusilier
Lee Rigby

By STEVE ORELL

steve.orell@nqnw.co.uk

THE family of murdered
Lee Rigby said the young
soldier’s horrific death
had united the country
and he had been “taken to
everybody’s hearts like a
son”.
His mother Lyn and
stepfather Ian spoke in
the aftermath of Michael
Adebolajo, aged 29, and
Michael Adebowale, aged
22, being convicted at the
Old Bailey of Fusilier
Rigby’s
murder
by
running him down in a
car and then hacking him
to death.
Mrs Rigby said he
wanted to join the Army
since he was four, achieving his ambition by going
on to serve with the 2nd
Battalion The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.
“There was never any
other career he wanted to
do. Always the Army was
number one and he followed his dream and
obviously I supported

Lee’s decision as that’s
what he wanted to do.
And we backed him all
the way to get him into
the Army,” said Mrs
Rigby
Having served in Afghanistan, she was relieved
when he came back to the
UK, and later took up a
recruiting post based in
London in 2011.
“I thought he’d be safe.
You rest up easy – they’re
not in the war zone and
back home, doing a job

that he loved doing.
Nothing ever enters your
head.”
Stepfather Ian Rigby
said he believes that his
stepson’s
death
had
brought people together.
“He’s become a figurehead to unite the country
and bring people back
together,” he said.
“We’ve met such good
friends, incredible friends
out of nowhere that took
us into their homes and
brought us in with their

families.” Mr Rigby added: “It shocked the nation
and it made Lee part of
everybody’s life, not just
ours.
“Lee was taken to
everybody’s hearts like a
son.”
The funeral for Lee, who
came from Middleton,
took place at Bury Parish
Church where people in
their thousands lined the
streets to pay their
respects.
The trial had heard how
British Muslim converts
Adebolajo and Adebowale
had lay in wait near
Woolwich Barracks in
London on May 22 and
picked the 25-year-old to
kill after assuming he
was a soldier because he
was wearing a ‘Help for
Heroes’ hooded top and
was carrying a camouflage rucksack.
Neither Adebolajo nor
Adebowale had been able
to offer any real defence
for the barbaric attack
during their trial, which
was beset by legal delays.
The jury took little
more than an hour to
convict them of murder.
They will be sentenced
at a hearing next month.
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A MAN found hanged at
Whitefield Metrolink Station had
been quizzed 24 hours earlier by
police over rape and sex assault
allegations, The Guide can reveal.
The 69-year-old, whose name has
not been formally released, was
found dead by horrified
commuters who were making
their way to work at 8.25am on
Thursday, December 12.
His body was seen by hundreds
of people, including distraught
schoolchildren, who were offered
counselling as they arrived for
class, or sent home due to their
distress.
The day before the incident, the

man, who is from Tameside, was
arrested by Greater Manchester
Police and taken to a station for
questioning.
Police say the man was arrested
on suspicion of rape and sexual
assault. He was interviewed about
the allegations and then allowed
home.
He had been ordered to return to
the station to answer bail at a
future date.
The circumstances surrounding
the incident were referred to the
police watchdog, the Independent
Police Complaints Commission
(IPCC), as a matter of routine.
A Greater Manchester Police

spokesman told The Guide: “On
Wednesday December 11, a 69year-old man from Tameside was
arrested on suspicion of rape and
sexual assault. The man was
bailed pending further enquiries.
“Due to previous police contact
with the man involved, a referral
was made to the IPCC. As such, it
would be inappropriate to
comment further at this stage.”
Because of the IPCC
investigation, an inquest into the
man’s death has yet to begin.
An inquest at Bury and Rochdale
Coroners Court is due to be
opened early in the New Year.

SEX TRIAL

Stars’ dad thanks jurors after acquittal
THE father of former
footballers Gary and Phil
Neville thanked a jury
after being cleared of
sexually assaulting a
woman.
Neville Neville, aged 64,
of Larkfield Close,
Greenmount, admitted
engaging in a “sexual
encounter” with the
middle-aged
complainant, but said it
was consensual.
The woman told a jury
at Bolton Crown Court
that he drunkenly forced

himself on her. But
Neville, who had
strenuously denied the
accusation, bowed his
head as the woman
foreman delivered the
verdict after a 75-minute
delibration at the end of
the four-day trial last
Thursday.
He breathed a sigh of
relief and mouthed
‘thank you’ in the
direction of the jury.
Neville’s sons Gary and
Phil were in court when
their father was cleared,

and he hugged his legal
team as he left the dock.
Asked for a comment
outside the courtroom,
Neville said; “I can’t say
anything right now.
Maybe later.”
Neville was accused of
sexually assaulting the
woman after a night out
in Greenmount on March
23, when she had offered
him a lift home because
it was snowing.
The woman, who
cannot be named for
legal reasons, said

Neville had kissed her in
a “forceful” way, and put
his hands up her shirt
and down her trousers.
Neville, a former Bury
FC director, had told the
court that he “did not
imagine for one
moment” that the woman
would make a complaint
against him after the
incident. He added: "I
have got the most
wonderful family in the
world and I made a
major error. You cannot
even say it was a mistake.”

GIFTS

Michelle:
‘Amazing.
We are so
humbled’
FROM ■ 1
Michelle said: “It is truly
amazing. We feel so
humbled there are
brilliant people out there
who wanted to help us
out.”
Teaching assistant
Michelle, aged 32, and
postman Leon, aged 34
were not able to claim on
home insurance for any
of the items stolen.
Michelle said: “What
has really got me is
people are donating from
their own pockets when
it is Christmas for them
as well. These are just
really nice people who
work hard for their
money and are willing to
help somebody out.”
Bury Times reader
Christine Turner, of
Chesham Road, said:
“My husband Glenn and
I both read the article
and thought we would
like to give something to
this family to help
brighten up their
Christmas.”
Michelle has also been
approached by Heywoodbased charity Trewan
Sands Children’s Trust
with the offer of a free
family holiday next year.
Michelle added: “The
boys are excited for
Christmas now because
they know things are
getting sorted. And they
are over the moon about
the prospect of going on
holiday — it is
something we have not
been able to do for a few
years.”
Louise Dawson from
Trewan Sands Children’s
Trust said: “I wanted to
offer Reece and his
family something to look
forward to.”

FAILED RAID

Attempted
jewel theft
POLICE are hunting two
masked men following
an attempted smash and
grab at a Ramsbottom
jewellers on Monday.
They threw a brick at
the armour-plated
window of Greenlees in
Bolton Street but it
failed to smash.
The offenders fled to a
car which sped off.
Owner David
Blackledge said: “We
heard a massive bang
and thought there had
been an accident. We
then saw an enormous
brick on the pavement.
“A lady told us she’d
seen two masked men.”
Police say the men
made their escape in
what is believed to have
been a silver vehicle.

